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chairmanship of Sir John Simon was sent out to study the
problems on the spot; and in 1930-31 " Round-Table Confer-
ences " were held in London, at which all parties interested
were represented. So far, however, little progress has been
made towards a permanent settlement.
During the war the British Government had to make
Egypt a Protectorate, strongly defended against possible enemy
aggression ; but with the return of peace the desire to throw
off the British yoke was so strong among the Egyptians that
the Government gave way. In 1922 a Declaration was pub-
lished making Egypt a sovereign state under a constitutional
monarchy, the only limitations to its complete independence
being the right of Britain to control the Suez Canal, the pro-
tection of foreigners and the government of the Sudan. A
party of extremists continued to agitate for complete independ-
ence, and to enforce their claims by murdering British officials.
When this party gained a majority at general elections, con-
stitutional government had to be suspended for a time; but
the situation now shows signs of settling down.
§ 340. political innovations.—We have noted some of
the immediate effects of the war upon the political and social
life of Britain ; but these were unimportant compared with the
revolutions which took place in other European countries.
At the time of the Russian Revolution (1917, § 335) the Allies
had tried to bolster up the moderate party under Kerensky
against the Communists under Lenin, who insisted on an
immediate peace with Germany in order to establish the earthly
paradise foretold by Karl Marx (§ 321)—the " dictatorship of
the proletariat." The civil war between these parties went on
long after the Great War had ended, and for a time the Allied
Powers continued to support the " Whites " against the " Reds."
Nevertheless, in the end the latter were completely successful,
and they strengthened the grip of their Union of Socialist Soviet
Republics by a reign of terror which crushed all opposition out
of sight. The creation by this minority of fanatics of an entirely

